Background of this stage: Education is also about self-education. Meaningful
knowledge cannot only be gained passively. If students are to acquire knowledge
that is important for them, their actions and their lives, they must actively acquire it.
In this way, they also practice their ability to use media and to process information
critically.

Objectives
Upon completion of this stage, students should:
 be able to actively acquire knowledge on the subject of refuge and
migration,
 be practiced in evaluating sources and critically researching
information.

Content
 Basic data and facts, causes of flight, situation of refugees in the destination
country.
 Students get to know new and possibly surprising facts about refuge and
migration.

Methods
Research of information.
Exercises for distinguishing knowledge/opinion, credible information/fake news
and for recognizing generalizations and simplifications.

Transition from Stage 1
Remind students that in Stage 1 they collected questions on the subject of
refuge/migration. Today, the focus is on where and how to obtain well-founded
information on these questions.

1/9

Step #1
We research a complex topic!

Form 4 or 6 groups (up to 6 persons; depending on the size of your class). Groups 1
to 2 (or 1-3) receive "Research assignment 1"; groups 4-5 (or 4-6) receive "Research
assignment 2" (Research Assignments → worksheet for students).

Ask the groups to try to answer the questions contained in its research assignment
through joint Internet research and prepare a presentation (flipchart, PowerPoint
etc.) with its findings.
Depending on your assessment of the level of knowledge and competence in your
class, you can give the students more or less hints. For this purpose, you can use the
list of information sources we have compiled for you (stated at the end of this guide).
You can supplement these with information sources from your country, e.g. websites
of the responsible authorities, NGOs and the media. Since the students should also
practice distinguishing between "serious" and "problematic" sources, you can also
give them references to organisations and media which you consider to be "serious",
but also to those which you consider to be "problematic", e.g. because they tend
towards inappropriate generalizations and fake news. These can be, for example,
tabloid media or yellow press that are known for simplifications or fake news, or
websites of organisations that are known to be anti-migration.
Please note that the focus of the research is on refugees (not on
other forms of

migration). See also the glossary of the most

important terms at the end of this guide.
Research Assignment 1
 What exactly is a refugee? What other forms of migration are there?
 How many people were displaced worldwide in 2018?
 Which countries in the world host the most refugees?
 How many people fled to the European Union in 2018?
 How many people fled to our country in 2018?
 How many of them move on to another country?
 From which countries do the refugees come who seek refuge in our country?
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 Why did the people flee to our country? What are the main causes of their
seeking refuge?
 What has to happen so that a refugee needs to leave our country again?
Research Assignment 2
 What are the refugees in our country allowed to do, what are they not
allowed todo? What are they obliged to do? Please list the most important
rights, responsibilities and prohibitions.
 How are the refugees housed in our country?
 What access do they have to education (especially schools) and the
labourmarket?

If questions have been collected in stage 1 that are not included in these
research assignments, you can add them to the research assignments
accordingly.

Each group presents results in the class (Questions → worksheet for students):
 Which answers did we find where?
 If we have found different answers to the same questions: how do they differ?
At the level of data and facts; at the levels of the undertone and the intention
of the text?
 In which points are we uncertain and where do we have open questions?
 How can we trust what is being told to us and how to determine if
information presented is trustworthy or not?
 Have we gained insights that surprised or irritated us?
 What feelings are evoked when we perceive the different information?

Comparison of group results:
 Are there different answers to the same questions? What could be the reason?
For this lesson, it may be helpful if you can be supported by a CHANGE
partner. For example, the expert can comment on the presentations of the
“research assignments” and give more information if something is left open.
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In addition, he or she could also make his or her own contribution (depending
on how much time you have).

Step #2
Let's ask an expert!
In order to learn more about the situation of refugees than just facts and figures, the
expert explains how refugees live in this country, what they need, what they wish and also what they could bring into the society of their new home country. The
impulse should be as vivid as possible (with pictures and testimonies).

Questions from the students.

Reflection:
 What was new and perhaps surprising for us?
 How does the perspective of the expert differ from the other perspectives we
have found and how does it agree with them?

(Background: The students should realize that there are differences not only in the
facts that someone mentions, but also in the values and attitudes that a person
represents and that form the basis for his/herpresentation of the facts).
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Step #3
Global Trends in 5 minutes
Show the students the following five-minute video (UNHCR’s global trends in forced
displacement) that shows major developments concerning the issue of refuge. The
videohas the advantage of reiterating some of the information discussed in this
lesson (on a global level) and at the same time "giving faces" to the data and facts
and making them more vivid.

If necessary, a short discussion can follow with questions and comments. The video
can also conclude Stage 2 without a discussion.

Invitation to Reflection
Explain the reflection task for this stage (Reflection task → worksheet for
students). By the next stage, please:

Take a photograph of an object or a scene that represents a surprising
insight from this stage. Add a caption to the picture.
Note an answer to the question: What would I want to ask a refugee
who lives in my country? Alternative question for refugees: What
would I like to be asked?

Summary and Transition
Ask the students to explain in a few sentences what they have learned in this stage.
Aftersome students have said something about this question, you can summarise it
in your own words (see the goals of the lesson above).
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Then you can explain how the next stage will follow: “The next stage will be about
dealing more intensively with the situation and experiences of refugees.”
Since different activities are possible for the next stage, you may also indicate
which activity it will be.
Especially important: If you want to make a real encounter with a refugee possible in
the next stage, you should prepare the students. Explain that the guest will talk
about very personal experiences, some of which were difficult and painful. Tell the
students that theycan of course ask the guest questions (and thereby show their
interest), but should do soin a respectful way. They should imagine what it would be
like to talk about personal experiences, feelings, hopes and wishes in front of an
unknown audience.

LET’S GO TO LESSON 3
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Glossary of the most important terms
In the discussion on the subject of refuge and migration, it is important to clarify
terms and to use them correctly in order to avoid misunderstandings.
 Migrants leave their homelands to live and work elsewhere, either temporarily
or forever. Reasons for migration can be very different - and more or less
voluntary.
 A refugee is a person who is forced by other people or circumstances to leave
his home.
 Refugees in a legal sense and according to the Convention Relating to the
Status of Refugees, also known as the 1951 Refugee Convention are persons
who are persecuted for “reasons of race, religion, nationality, membership of a
particular social group or political opinion”. If persons flee within their own
country and do not cross an internationally recognised border, they are
termed internally displaced persons.
 Refugees in a broader sense are people who have been driven from their
homes by war or natural disasters. Refugees, in this broader sense of the word,
are also forced to leave their homes - they have no choice.

It is not always possible to distinguish clearly and unambiguously between
"voluntary" migration and "forced" migration. Sometimes people are referred to as
"economic refugees" to question their right to assistance. In many cases, however,
the economic problems are so great (malnutrition, lack of health care etc.) that they
threaten people's health and lives and may force them to leave their homes.
If you are looking for more and more precise definitions, the European Migration
Network’s interactive glossary may be helpful and is available in several
languages.

Since there are also important national-specific definitions and regulations, you can
ask your national CHANGE partner for information.
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Useful information sources
On these websites you will find background information, figures, data and facts
about refugees and migration.
Websites of the Jesuit Refugee Service
 JRS International
https://jrs.net
 JRS Europe
https://jrseurope.org
 JRS Ireland
https://jrs.ie/
 JRS Malta
http://www.jrsmalta.org/
Other Websites of International and European Organizations
 UNHCR
https://www.unhcr.org/
 European Council on Refugees and Exiles (ECRE)
https://www.ecre.org/
 EU-Commission department Migration and Home Affairs
https://ec.europa.eu/info/departments/migration-and-home-affairs_en
 Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC)
https://www.icmc.net/
 Migrants & Refugees Section of the Vatican
https://migrants-refugees.va
 Platform for International Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants
(PICUM)
https://picum.org/
 Amnesty International
https://www.amnesty.org/en/what-we-do/refugees-asylum-seekers-andmigrants/
Websites of other NGOs in Ireland
 Irish Refugee Council
https://www.irishrefugeecouncil.ie/
 Doras Luimní
https://doras.org/
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 Nasc Ireland
https://www.nascireland.org/
 SPIRASI
https://spirasi.ie/
 Crosscare Migrant Project
https://www.migrantproject.ie/
 Migrant Rights Centre Ireland
https://www.mrci.ie/
 Immigrant Council of Ireland
https://www.immigrantcouncil.ie/
Websites of other NGOs in Malta
 Aditus Foundation
https://aditus.org.mt/
 Foundation for Shelter and Support to Migrants
http://fsmmalta.org/
 Integra Foundation
https://www.facebook.com/integrafoundation/
 Migrant Women’s Association
https://www.facebook.com/MigrantWomenAssociationMalta/
 Spark 15
https://www.facebook.com/spark15/
 Peace Lab
http://peacelab.org/
 African Media Association
https://www.africanmediamalta.com/
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